Reflection
Learn daily both to possess and miss Christ in his secret Bridegroom smiles; he must go and come, because his infinite wisdom thinketh it best for you.  We will be together one day; we shall not need to borrow light from sun, moon, or candle; there shall be no complaints on either side in heaven; there shall be none there but he and we, the Bridegroom and the bride; devils, temptations, trials, desertions, losses, sad hearts, pain, and death shall all be put out of play, and the devil must give up his office of tempting.  O, blessed is the soul whose hope hath a face looking straight out to that day.  –Samuel Rutherford
————————Entering God’s Presence—————————

Call to Worship
               Psalms 66:1-4  
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!  Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.  All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your name.
Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.

Prayer of Invocation & Adoration

Hymn

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come #195
Responsive Praise 
Psalms 96:11-13  
Minister:  Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Minister:  Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness.

Hymn

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #194
——————————Confessing Our Sin——————————
From the Westminster Larger Catechism

Q. 140. Which is the eighth commandment?

A. The eighth commandment is, Thou shalt not steal.
Q. 141. What are the duties required in the eighth commandment?

A. The duties required in the eighth commandment are, truth, faithfulness, and justice in contracts and commerce between man and man; rendering to everyone his due; restitution of goods unlawfully detained from the right owners thereof; giving and lending freely… a lawful calling, and diligence in it … and an endeavor, by all just and lawful means, to procure, preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as our own.
Prayer of Confession
Words of Comfort and Promise
Ephesians 2:8-9  
For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
Song of Response
         

  Of the Father's Love Begotten #162
——————————Renewing Our Faith—————————
Old Testament Reading   
Psalm 46
Reader: The Word of the Lord

People: Amen!
Intercession
Hymn of Preparation
A Mighty Fortress #92
Proclamation of God’s Word    Rev. J. Steven Light Jr
                    2 Thessalonians 2:1-12  The Man of Lawlessness
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

We invite all baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their Savior 

and Lord, who are communicant members of a Bible-believing church, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully to Christ to participate in the Lord’s Supper. According to 1 Corinthians 11, participating rightly in this meal requires us to understand what is happening, so we ask that children who have not yet been received into communicant membership not partake of the elements. If you think your child is ready to participate, please speak to one of the elders

Communion Hymn      
        How Deep The Father’s Love for Us
How deep the Father's love for us,

How vast beyond all measure,

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss

The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One

Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross

My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice

Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held him there

Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life

I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything

No gifts, no power, no wisdom

But I will boast in Jesus Christ

His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward?

I cannot give an answer

But this I know with all my heart

His wounds have paid my ransom.
————————Responding in Thanks—————————

Collection of Offering & Hymn     
Good Christian Men, Rejoice #207
Benediction
____________________________________________________

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to our visitors!  We are glad you are worshipping with us today.  Please let us know you were here by filling out the information cards located at the welcome table.
Neighborhood Caroling – TONIGHT!!  Come out for an opportunity to greet the neighborhood from door to door with cheerful Christmas songs.  We will leave door hangars inviting them to the Christmas Eve Service as well.  Bring a flashlight!
Christmas Party – 7pm December 19th at the Light’s home.  Join us for dessert, hot drinks, fun, and fellowship!
Christmas Eve Service – December 24th at 6pm.  This is an excellent opportunity to invite friends and family.

SERMON NOTES

Welcome

Sojourner Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), exists to raise up worshipers of God in the Spirit through Jesus Christ for the joy of north Tampa and all the nations.
We are glad you are worshiping with us today. You are invited to join us for drinks and fellowship out front immediately following the morning worship service.

Meeting Times
Sundays:

9:15 a.m. …………..Christian Education (New Members Class)
10:30 a.m. …………Morning Worship Service*
6:00 p.m.  ………….Evening Prayer, Covenant Kids Class
*Nursery childcare (infant through pre-kindergarten) is provided for the Morning Worship Service.
Men’s Discipleship Group meets on Thursday nights for Prayer and Fellowship in members’ homes. Please see our website for more detail.
Women’s Mid-Week Fellowship will begin in January.  Please stay tuned for details!

On Campus at USF Sojourner partners with Reformed University Fellowship (RUF).  RUF has large group meetings on Tuesday nights at the Marshall Center.  Contact Rev. Jeff Lee for details (jeff.lee@ruf.org). http://www.usf.ruf.org/
Sojourner Presbyterian Church is a mission church of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  As a mission church, we operate under the authority of our mother church Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church and the Southwest Florida Presbytery.
____________________________________________________
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